This distinction presents a very original aspect compared with the ideistic gnoseological line which prevailed in early modern thought (Descartes to Hume via Locke) because neither does the consideration of phantasms as species rerum externarum concern "external things" as substances (in a metaphysical or ontological sense), nor does the consideration of phantasms as accidentia animi interna deal with dematerialised objects.
Rather than denoting an "external" world of substances, the annihilation of which is indeed hypothesized, "external things" are to be understood "not as really existing, but appearing onely to exist."2 Therefore the first consideration regards bodies as something that merely appears, namely bodies qua "imagined", i.e., "perceived", "conceived" or "known"; which, in Hobbes's vocabulary,3 is tantamount to saying that they concern the imagination, perception, conception, knowledge of bodies.
We must remember that, on the basis of his empiricist and nominalist approach, real ideas (or phantasms) are for Hobbes only those of the individual bodies of experience and that there is no real idea of an accident as universal except as the idea of the body which is affected by it (in this he falls a long way short of the classical empiricist conception of body as a collection of qualities). On the one hand, a body is only perceived/conceived to the extent it is endowed with accidents (i.e., qua shaped, large, moved, at rest, coloured, etc.). On the other hand, an accident is perceived/conceived only as a "manner of our conception of Body".4 Even when we refer to a certain single accident, the idea we actually have is still the "whole idea"5 of the individual body, and what we do is to consider the body according to that accident only, i.e., laying aside (or subtracting) all other accidents (thus to consider is a fundamental operation of knowledge).
In conclusion, phantasms -as principles of our knowledge -signify phantasms of bodies, and the phantasms of bodies considered qua phantasms (ideas) are nothing more than bodies thought or imagined. This, according to
